
IOC Sub-Commission for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (IOCARIBE) 

 
IOCARIBE is a subcommission of the IOC of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO).  It is the first of its kind and was established on the basis of very promising experiences gained from 

previous cooperative programs in the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions.  The aim of IOCARIBE is the same as that 

of the IOC--to promote marine scientific investigations and technology and related ocean services with a view to 

learning more about the nature and resources of the oceans through the concerted action of IOCARIBE Members 

States. 

 

IOCARIBE Members are Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, France, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, the 

Netherlands Antilles, Nicaragua, Panama, Russia, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 

Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom, United States, and Venezuela. 

 

Web address: http://ioc.unesco.org 

 

Examples of current or past projects include: 

 

Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Project 

 

The countries of the Caribbean have repeatedly indicated the need for attention to shared living marine resource 

(LMR) management at the regional and international levels through participation in regional arrangements, and 

through signing various international treaties and agreements. All coastal states of the Wider Caribbean, particularly 

Small Island Developing States have active national programs that focus on coastal and marine management. 

 

The specific objectives of the project are:  

1. To identify, analyze and agree upon major transboundary issues, root causes and actions required to achieve 

sustainable management of the shared living marine resources in the Caribbean Sea LME;  

2. To improve the shared knowledge base so that sustainable use and management of transboundary living marine 

resources will be possible;  

3. To implement legal, policy and institutional (SAP) reforms regionally and nationally to achieve sustainable 

transboundary living marine resource management;  

4. To develop an institutional and procedural approach to LME level monitoring, evaluation and reporting for 

management decision-making. 

 

The project will have a technical focus on both exploited and non-extractable transboundary LMR management that 

addresses the following LME-scale resource issues: 

 Migratory resources (mainly large pelagics, but also some coastal pelagics)  

 Resources with transboundary distribution as adults (various demersal fishes)  

 Resources with transboundary larval dispersal (lobster, conch, reef organisms)  

 Dispersal of pathogens, pollutants and invasive species  

 Resources with transboundary trophic linkages 

 

Integrated Watershed and Coastal Area Management Project 

The overall objective of the project is to assist participating countries in improving their watershed and coastal zone 

management practices in support of sustainable development. The project includes the following components 

addressing areas of priority concern: coastal area management and biodiversity; tourism development; protection of 

water supplies; land based sources of pollution; climate change. Activities undertaken during the full project include, 

amongst others, demonstrations in the fields of marine pollution reduction and waste management, land use, soil 

degradation and watershed management. 

 

The biennial plenary will be held in Panama in Spring 2015. 

 

 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iocaribe/What_is%20IOCARIBE.htm


 

 

Staff Contacts   

 

NOAA Fisheries: 

 

*Dr. Bonnie Ponwith 

NMFS Southeast Fisheries Science Center 

75 Virginia Beach Dr. 

Miami, FL  33149-1003 

Telephone: (3050 361-4270 

 

 

 

*Dr. Ponwith is Chairperson of IOCARIBE 

IOCARIBE Regional Secretariat: 

 

IOCARIBE 

A.A. 1108 

Cartagena de Indias  

Colombia  

Telephone:  (575) 664 6399  

Fax:  (575) 660 0407 

Email: iocaribe@col3.telecom.com.co  

Email: iocaribe@cartagena.cetcol.net.co 

 


